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and he may thus have learned of the old Norse discoveries in the North West. However that may have been, his inclinations took him northwards-, and from 1492 to 1495 ^ie was making voyages whose outcome is not precisely apparent. He may have reached Greenland in those years, but it is not a proven fact. What he expected to find we do not know, but it can hardly have been the western passage to Asia which prompted Columbus and John Cabot. Perhaps the legends of St Brandan were in his mind.
Dr Biggar thinks that Fernandez accompanied Cabot from Lisbon to Bristol in the spring of 1498 and advised him to take a north-western course by way of Greenland in the voyage of that year. I must venture to disagree, for the evidence is hardly convincing. It consists of two statements, Pedro de Ayala wrote in July, 1498, that Cabot "has been in Seville and at Lisbon seeking to obtain persons to aid him in this discovery". It is a general remark without the slightest indication of the date to which it applies. The Seville and Lisbon visits may have taken place years before, and the likelihood is all against their having occurred in the winter of 1497-8. The administrative documents of that season prove that Cabot had much business to occupy him in England. A winter voyage to the Peninsula entailed a risk of delay which might have imperilled an early start across the Atlantic in 1498. It would have been an act of folly for a man whose project was exciting Spanish animosity to show his face in Seville. And Cabot was at that time so popular in England and so confident of his own sufficiency that it is flatly incredible that he should have been driven to seek aid from his Spanish rivals. No, those Lisbon and Seville transactions must have antedated the issue of Henry VIFs patent in 1496, The other statement was made some forty years afterwards by the Spaniard Alonso de Santa Cruz, in the course of a confused account of northern geography. Speaking of Greenland (which he calls Labrador) he says: " It was called the land of the Labrador because a llabrador of the islands of the Azores gave notice and information about it to the King of England, when he sent in search of it Antonio [se. John] Gaboto, the English pilot and father of Sebastian Gaboto, who now is Your Majesty's pilot-major".1 Santa Cruz distinguishes between the persons of John and Sebastian Cabot, but another passage in his manuscript shows that he knew very little about their discoveries and nothing about their dates; and that what he did know, including the erroneous name "Antonio'S was drawn from a German book of 1532, which was itself a paraphrase of Peter Martyr's writings of 1516. The result is a muddle 1 No. 35, The Isfario of Alonso dc Santa Cruz.